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News from the Montana Pharmacy Association 

 
 
HB 267, PMP- Help needed: 
   The second bill heard on Friday, was HB 267, our bill calling for the establishment of a 
Prescription Drug Monitoring Program similar to 38 other states.  The hearing on HB 267 
lasted for over 1 ½ hours before the House Human Services Committee.  MPA Chair, 
Starla Blank provided an excellent overview of the bill and how the PMP would operate.  
Over 15 proponents spoke in support the bill.  The bill had one opponent and three 
informational witnesses.    
   Numerous questions were asked about the implementation of the PMP and it is clear we 
have people on the committee who support the bill, but others who are concerned about 
the bill.    For now we need MPA members to send letters and e-mails to the committee 
members listed below with a short request asking them to support HB 267 in the name of 
patient safety.    
 
Please use the following address to contact your legislators on HB 267:  
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/legwebmessage.asp 
Or Fax your letters to them at,  406-444-4835 
 
HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE- Ask them to support HB 267 
Arlene Becker, Billings Chair Dave McAlpin, Missoula Member 
Mary Caferro, Helena Vice Chair Michael More, Gallatin 

Gateway 
Member 

Pat Ingraham, Thompson 
Falls 

Vice Chair Pat Noonan, Butte Member 

Bill Beck, Whitefish Member Ken Peterson, Billings Member 
Julie French, Scobey Member Diane Sands, Missoula Member 
Timothy Furey, Missoula Member Cary Smith, Billings Member 
David Howard, Park City Member Ron Stoker, Darby Member 
Chuck Hunter, Helena Member Jeffery Welborn, Dillon Member 

 
Information for Pharmacists about the Proposed Prescription Monitoring 
Program in Montana  
● What is a Prescription Monitoring Program? A prescription monitoring 
program (PMP) utilizes a centralized database to collect controlled substance 
prescription information which is submitted by pharmacies licensed by the state. 
Prescribers, pharmacists, and patients may request information from the PMP 
which lists the prescriptions filled for a patient during a specified time period 
including drug, quantity, prescriber, pharmacy, and method of payment.  
● What is the purpose of a PMP? A PMP is intended to be a source of 
information for prescribers and pharmacists to use in the care of patients. It 

http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/legwebmessage.asp
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=2541
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=3866
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=3860
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=6477
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=5143
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=6271
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=5140
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=5152
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=5148
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=1041
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=6216
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=6483
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=6469
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=2601
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=6470
http://leg.mt.gov/css/sessions/61st/leg_info.asp?HouseID=0&SessionID=94&LAWSID=6490
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should be used to supplement a patient evaluation, to confirm a patient’s 
medication history, or to document compliance with a therapeutic regimen. A 
PMP is also a tool to help deter prescription drug abuse and diversion. A PMP is 
NOT intended to prevent patients from obtaining needed medication or to 
interfere with legitimate prescribing.  
● What other states have implemented PMPs? 29 states have implemented 
prescription monitoring programs and another 9 states have passed legislation 
and are in the process of implementing their programs. All of the states bordering 
Montana have active prescription monitoring programs, except South Dakota, 
which is also introducing PMP legislation.  
The proposed PMP in Montana differs from all other states in that information on 
ALL prescription drugs, not just controlled substances and drugs of abuse, would 
be available. Since the goal of the PMP is to provide information to prescribers 
and pharmacists in the care of their patients, a complete medication list would 
provide the best information.  
● Does Montana have a prescription drug abuse problem? YES! According 
to a national survey conducted annually by the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration, Montana ranks 5

th 
in the U.S. for illicit use of 

drugs and Montana teens rank 2
nd 

for abuse of prescription pain relievers. Data 
from the Montana State Crime Lab in 2007 shows 8 deaths attributed to 
methamphetamine versus 141 deaths attributed to prescription opioids.  
● How does a PMP work? Prescription information is submitted electronically to 
the PMP by pharmacies on a weekly or biweekly basis. Prescribers and 
pharmacists must apply for an account and be credentialed prior to receiving 
access to the PMP. Once access is granted, a prescriber or pharmacist must 
have a patient relationship with the person on whom a report is requested. The 
PMP is accessible via computer 24/7 and in most cases a report is available in 
less than a minute.  
● How is patient privacy protected? The information in the PMP is protected 
health information under HIPAA. HIPAA allows heath care providers to access 
patient information for the purpose of providing treatment to a patient. Under 
HIPAA, law enforcement can access protected health information with a 
subpoena or search warrant so the information in the PMP would only be 
released to law enforcement with a subpoena or search warrant. The PMP does 
not provide any additional access to information that health care providers or law 
enforcement currently have or that is allowed under HIPAA.  
● Is the PMP database secure? The information in the PMP is stored on secure 
servers that are dedicated to the prescription monitoring program, and PMP 
information is exchanged via a secure network. Access to the network is granted 
when providers are approved for an account. These are the same security 
measures implemented by health care organizations to protect electronic medical 
records.  
● Where will the PMP database reside? The PMP will be located in and 
administered by the Board of Pharmacy. The Board will employ a pharmacist 
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PMP administrator to oversee the program. The PMP database is a stand alone 
system. It will not be part of the state’s computer system.  
● What is the cost of the PMP and who will pay for it? The start up cost of a 
PMP in Montana is estimated to be $365,000. Federal grant monies are available 
to help states implement or enhance their PMPs. In 2007, Montana was awarded 
a $400,000 PMP grant however the money could not be accepted because the 
PMP legislation failed to pass. We will apply for the same grant in 2009. The 
annual maintenance cost of a PMP is estimated to be $210,000. If grant monies 
are not available, the program would be sustained by increasing licensing fees of 
prescribers, pharmacists, pharmacies, and drug wholesalers. Based on the 
current number licensees in Montana, the fee increase is expected to be 
approximately $20 per year if it is spread evenly.  
The cost to pharmacies to submit their prescription data is expected to be 
minimal to none. Since the majority of states already have PMPs, the technology 
and programming are already available in contemporary pharmacy information 
systems. The workload burden on pharmacy staff is also expected to be no more 
than calling up a report, typing in a date range, and clicking the send button. If 
electronic submission of PMP data imposes an undue burden on a pharmacy, 
the Board will work with that pharmacy to determine a mutually acceptable 
method of reporting 
 
PHARMACY DAY AT THE CAPITOL February 9th--Registration Attached  

Reminder -- The Montana Pharmacy Association (MPA) will be hosting Pharmacy Day 
at the State Capitol in Helena on Monday, February 9th, 2009.  You won't want to miss 
this event where you will get a first-hand look and learn a great deal about new 
developments at our State Capitol.  Your lobbying efforts will be critical in helping 
educate lawmakers on the many important issues facing the pharmacy profession.   If you 
are interested in attending the free Pharmacy Day at the Capitol please complete the 
attached Registration Form and return it to us at info@rxmt.org or fax to 406-442-8018. 

Outline of Events on February 9th: 
7:30 am-12      IPHARM Health Screening for Legislators, Rotunda 
11 am             Legislative Briefing for MPA members, Meet Rotunda (2nd floor) 

            12:15 pm         Lunch with key legislative bill sponsors & leaders, Room 303  
            1 pm                Contact legislators from your area – view Legislature in action  
 
SB 275, Add a Pharmacist to Board Passes Committee: 
   Last Friday was busy for MPA at the State Capitol as we had two of our bills up at the 
same time in different committee.  The good news is that SB 275, the bill to add a 
pharmacist, was heard and passed out of committee by a vote of 7 to 0.  .  MPA 
representatives Jim Seifert and Lee Ann Bradley headed up the effort to speak in support 
of SB 275 before the Senate Public Health Committee.  The bill now heads for 
deliberation by the full State Senate sometime later this week.   
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