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Obama to Lift Ban on Stem Cell Research Soon: Aide 
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) Feb 16 - U.S. President Barack Obama will soon issue an executive order lifting an eight-
year ban embryonic stem cell research imposed by his predecessor, President George W. Bush, a senior adviser 
said on Sunday. 

"We're going to be doing something on that soon, I think. The president is considering that right now," Obama 
adviser David Axelrod said on "Fox News Sunday." 

In 2001, Bush limited federal funding for stem cell research only to human embryonic stem cell lines that already 
existed. It was a gesture to his conservative Christian supporters who regard embryonic stem cell research as 
destroying potential life. 

Obama vowed to reverse Bush's ban during his presidential campaign and in his inaugural address last month 
promised to return science to its proper place in the United States. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration last month cleared the way for the first trial to see if human embryonic stem 
cells could treat people safely. The trial will try to use stem cells from already existing lines to regrow nerve tissue in 
patients with spinal cord injuries. 
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